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interpretation of experience, or in the authority
of the simple virtues, or in the answers to the
baffling questions of youth : and rudderless
the craft puts out to sea. It is a sea full of
dangerous currents, and hidden rocks : there
are islands of the blest, and islands of the
damned : and on their shores there is abun-
dance of gold and dross, of silver and tinseL
" The modern youth ", it has been said, " is
presented with a bewildering array of
possibilities, but has little guidance in
choosing between them. In the end he usually
tries to sample them all, but there are so
many that he has no time to work out a
verdict on any one of them before he must
move on to the next"1 His home has been
for him no school.
What, then, are the results of this decay of
family life ? The prime result, which also
in the vicious circle may be a cause, is the
abdication of the parent. It is clear that
what is not done at home, must be done more
imperfectly elsewhere, and particularly at
school: but that transference of responsibility
from home to school is assisted by the
* Op. cit.